ADVENT 2020
PREPARE YOUR HOME..
HOPE DRAWS NEAR

A PRAYER FOR ADVENT

O Lord, the Advent candles,
With their familiar, glowing light,
Help us to turn to you.
May we stay alert in these weeks,
Anticipating the joyful celebration of your
Son’s arrival into this world.
As the Advent lights keep darkness at bay,
May they also keep us from wandering from
your ways.
Help us to stay ever watchful,
like the gatekeeper.
Help us, we pray, to hold your mercy deep
within our heart,
Carrying it with us as we prepare
For the coming of our infant savior.
Amen.
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The First Sunday of Advent , November 29th, is the first day of the Church
year and marks the beginning of our journey toward Christmas. We prepare
for everything we consider important... and how we prepare for Christmas says something
about what our priorities are. How will you prepare for Christmas this year?

Advent From the Latin word “adventus” meaning

Setting

Aside some time this Advent for repentance and prayer will
enhance your celebration of the birth of the Christ Child.
Our parish penance service will be
offered on Sunday,
December 6 at 2 pm at St.
Cecilia’s.
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The Prayer Partner
The 2020 reveal will be at
St. Cecilia’s Church on
Sunday, November 29
beginning at noon with the Rosary.
Things are different this year due to
Covid-19. There will be NO gift exchange.
Please bring an individual flower of your choice
to the event. Sign up for the new year after the
event.

CHRISTMAS MASSES..
VOLUNTEERS ARE
NEEDED as
lectors, ushers
& nurses PLEASE
SIGN UP AT EACH
Church or call
the office.
ANGEL TREE
This year both churches will again support
our “Angels” in need from our local area to
ensure they have a
joyous Christmas.
Please sign out (MOST IMPORTANT) your
Angel in the entrance and return your
wrapped gift with the original tag on it.
ALL ANGELS MUST BE RETURNED by
DECEMBER 13th.
May God Bless Us ALL!
Decorating our churches for
Christmas will take place December 20th after the 8:30am Mass at
Queen of Heaven and after the
11:00am Mass at St. Cecilia’s.
Everyone is welcome. Many
hands make light work!

Tuesday,
December
8th is the

Feast of Immaculate Conception.
Holy Day Masses are at
Noon at Queen of Heaven and
5:30pm at St. Cecilia’s.

PARISH CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
CHRISTMAS EVE THURSDAY, DEC. 24th

St. Cecilia’s 3pm at 5pm and 7pm at St. Cecilia’s

CHRISTMAS DAY FRIDAY, DEC. 25th

Queen of Heaven at 9am
Daily Mass as scheduled in the bulletin.
Confessions: Saturday-3:45 or anytime by appointment.

THE WONDER OF CHRISTAMS HAS ARRIVED
NO CRIB FOR HIS BED
When Joseph and Mary
arrived in Bethlehem,
there was no room for
them, in the inn. It
makes me sad to think of
a baby without a proper place to sleep.
It makes me sad to think that Jesus was
born into an unwelcoming world. Dear
Lord Jesus, please help me to always
open my heart to be a welcome home
for you.

FIVE MINUTES WITH THE WORD

Take five minutes a day to grow closer to the
Lord throughout Advent.
Spending a few minutes each day is a wonderful
way to prepare the way of the LORD.
Booklets are at the church exits.

St Cecilia’s, Adams / Queen of Heaven, Henderson, Catholic Churches
A note From Fr. Decker
Dear Friends,
Greetings in these extra ordinary times. As you may recall we as New Yorkers were on a “pause” for three months which closed our churches. During this time our income
went down drastically. At the same time we encouraged parishioners to continue to send contributions so, we could stay afloat. We are most grateful for those who were able to do so!
At the end of June we were able to open our churches again. We were unsure how many people
would return due to the concern for our elderly and those at risk with serious health issues. Slowly,
the faithful are returning and this makes us all happy.
The reality is this– we are all at risk.. We have done well! Going beyond the protocols with our
nurses and health care professionals helping at each Mass by taking temperatures. Our primary focus
is your safety!
In terms of Stewardship we are practicing what we call austerity. Which simply means, we are only spending money for necessary expenses in the administration of the parishes. We’re trying to save
where we can.
In November a financial statement is prepared so, you know where we stand in our parish finances.
Based on our ordinary income for 2019 from July-Oct 2019 at SC was $41,469.16 and 2020 it is
$35,916.00. At QOH 2019 income was $54,991.30 and 2020 it is $32,384.18 You can see the difference and both parishes are struggling.
A couple of items that are costing more this fiscal year is our Christian Formation Program for our
students. With the guidance of our Director of Christian Formation, Mrs. Laura Mallan, we have
purchase a program from Pflaum Publishing Group called Gospel Weeklies. The cost was $1,500.00
but, this is money well spent! Based on the Sunday gospel grade levels K-8 are provided a packet
for each Sunday. Together parents and children will learn about the Gospel. This is where the parent
becomes the teacher. Students preparing for Confirmation (grades 9 & 10) are having person to person instructions.
As home owners you understand the high price of heating your home. This is also true for all our
buildings. We take up two collection each year for fuel at both parishes. SC in Nov/Feb last year SC
spend $ 6,531.12 and last year’s November fuel donations were $2,876.00 this November they total
$1,233.00. QOH spent $7,605.73 and take up their collection in July/Sept. Last year’s July/Sept.
fuel donations were $8,387.00 & 2020 July/Sept donations total $2,946.00.
Our Insurance Risk Manager tells us we must provide a safe regress for people entering and exiting
the buildings. This means snow removal and ice control. These are probably the most expensive
items in our yearly budget. But, here again we are keeping everyone safe! Especially the elderly who
may not walk well on ice and snow. Last year we had “fall downs” at both churches. Here we risk a
costly lawsuit. SC spent $4,985.00 and QOH spent $4,880.38.
In conclusion, I would ask you to consider your stewardship of time, talent and treasure to our parishes and if you can contribute more financially to our parishes it would be greatly appreciated!!
As Phyllis has noted in the bulletin, we are a non-profit organization and we depend solely on your
generosity to our parishes. You will be greatly blessed by God for your collaboration to our parishes.
Also, please pray that we may be good stewards with what you give us in your weekly donation to
both St. Cecilia and Queen of Heaven.

